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Across early years and year one reading is developed and tracked through book bands and children are assigned a book by their teacher which matches the phonic phase 
they are currently working in. The expectation is that this book is repeatedly read throughout the week to enhance fluency, expression and accuracy.  Alongside this book, 

we encourage our pupils to challenge themselves by choosing a ‘challenge book’ from the book band boxes which they change daily.  
Some of the key texts in EYs. Our full list can be found on the school’s Book Study and Key Text Overview, which is on our website. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Focus Curriculum Content Skills Vocabulary 
Word reading 
and inference 

Children read and understand simple sentences. They use 
phonic knowledge to decode regular words and read them 
aloud accurately. They also read some common irregular 
words. They demonstrate understanding 

 Continues a rhyming string. 

 Hears and says the initial sound in words. 

 Can segment the sounds in simple words and blend 
them together and knows which letters represent 
some of them. 

 Links sounds to letters, naming and sounding the 
letters of the alphabet 

 Begins to read words and simple sentences. 

 Uses vocabulary and forms of speech that are 
increasingly influenced by their experiences of 
books. 

 Enjoys an increasing range of books. 

 Knows that information can be retrieved from 
books and computers.  
 

 Recall the alphabet with no gaps. 

 Recognise and read an increasing number of familiar sounds linked to phases 2, 3, 4 of 
letters and sounds.  

 Recognise and begin to blend familiar phonemes in order to read monosyllabic words in 
simple sentences and sight read some high frequency words. 

 Recognise and read familiar words through a rich diet of daily reading, guided reading 
and 1:1 reading at home. 

 With a finger, track words in simple sentences whenever reading. 

 Read aloud during 1:1 and guided sessions to gain confidence in reading in front of 
people. 

 When asked, locate words that contain familiar phonemes or letters. 

 Can say two or more words that rhyme with a given word. 

 Apply their phonetic knowledge to decode common unfamiliar words (with support) 

 When asked, locate age related punctuation: capital letters and full stops. 

 Show an understanding that books contain information and stories through discussion.  

 Use books to inspire their imaginative role-play and writing. 

book 
word 
sentence 
page 
cover 
character 
good 
bad 
phonics 
letter 
sound 
phoneme 
blend 
full stop 
capital letter 
beginning 
middle 
end 
rhyme 
fairy tale 
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St. Katharine’s Primary School Reading Progression Pathway Year 1 

Across early years and year one reading is developed and tracked through book bands and children are assigned a book by their teacher which matches the phonic phase 
they are currently working in. The expectation is that this book is repeatedly read throughout the week to enhance fluency, expression and accuracy.  Alongside this book, 

we encourage our pupils to challenge themselves by choosing a ‘challenge book’ from the book band boxes which they change daily.  
Some of the key texts in Yr .  Our full list can be found on the school’s Book Study and Key Text Overview, which is on our website. 

Focus Curriculum Content Skills Key Text  Vocabulary 
Word reading 
and 
classification 

Word Reading 

 Apply phonic knowledge and skills as the route to 
decode words  

 Respond speedily with the correct sound to graphemes 
(letters or groups of letters) for all 40+ phonemes, 
including, where applicable, alternative sounds for 
graphemes  

 Read accurately by blending sounds in unfamiliar words 
containing gpcs that have been taught  

 Read common exception words, noting unusual 
correspondences between spelling and sound and 
where these occur in the word  

 Read words containing taught gpcs and –s, –es, –ing, –
ed, –er and –est endings  

 Read other words of more than one syllable that contain 
taught gpcs  

 Read words with contractions [for example, i’m, i’ll, 
we’ll], and understand that the apostrophe represents 
the omitted letter(s)  

 Read aloud accurately books that are consistent with 
their developing phonic knowledge and that do not 
require them to use other strategies to work out words  

 Re-read these books to build up their fluency and 
confidence in word reading.  

 Recognise and read an increasing number of familiar 
sounds. 

 Blend familiar phonemes and graphemes in order to read 
independently. 

 Use their knowledge of familiar sounds to decode and 
segment polysyllabic words. 

 Recognise words that cannot be sounded out through a 
rich diet of daily reading, guided reading sessions, whole 
class reading and 1:1 reading at home. 

 With a finger, track sentences when reading 1:1, small 
group and whole-class sessions. 

 Be encouraged to read aloud during 1:1, guided and 
whole-class reading sessions.  

 When asked, locate familiar word types (adjective, noun 
and verb) and explain how they know which word type it 
is.  

 When asked, locate words that contain previously taught 
graphemes, suffixes or subject related content. 

 When asked, locate age related punctuation: question 
and exclamation marks.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

phoneme 
grapheme 
digraph 
trigraph 
rhyme 
sound 
blend 
segment 
sentence 
word 
read 
punctuation 
question mark 
exclamation mark 
plural 
 
 

Inference and 
comprehension 

Develop pleasure in reading, motivation to read, vocabulary and 
understanding by:  

 Listening to and discussing a wide range of poems, 
stories and non-fiction at a level beyond that at which 
they can read independently  

 Discussing word meanings, linking new meanings to 
those already known 

Understand both the books they can already read accurately and 
fluently and those they listen to by: 

 Drawing on what they already know or on background 
information and vocabulary provided by the teacher  

 Link what they read or hear to their own experiences. 

 Become confident with traditional tales and fairy stories 
and identify their characteristics. 

 Recognise and join in with predictable phrases. 

 Learn some rhymes and poems by heart. 

 Discuss titles and covers. 

 Make predictions based on key aspects within the text. 

 Make inferences based on what they have read and 
make inferences from what has been read to them: 
For Example: Why did the animals write a letter to the 
Giant? 

genre 
character 
author 
poem 
script 
cover 
adventure 
story  
poem 
blurb 
feeling 
emotion 
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 Checking that the text makes sense to them as they 
read and correcting inaccurate reading  

 Predicting what might happen on the basis of what has 
been read so far  
 

 Participate in discussion about what is read to them, 
taking turns and listening to what others say  

 Explain clearly their understanding of what is read to 
them.  

 

They gave the Giant a crown. Why was this a good 
choice for a present?  

 Participate in discussions about characters, plot, 
narrative and genre and share their personal opinion 
about a text. 

 Recognise the common features of a non-fiction text and 
identify when a text is fictional or not by labelling 
common features of either genre. I.e. “Fiction has made 
up characters but nonfiction is about real things”.  
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St. Katharine’s Primary School Reading Progression Pathway Year 2 
 

 

 

In year two, reading continues to be developed and tracked through book bands and children have the independence to change these daily.  Some children who have phonic 
gaps will be assigned a book by their teacher which matches the phonic phase they are currently working in. The expectation is that this book is repeatedly read throughout the 

week to enhance fluency, expression and accuracy.   

Some of the key texts in Yr 2. Our full list can be found on the school’s Book Study and Key Text Overview, which is on our website. 

Focus Curriculum Content Skills Key Text Vocabulary 
Word reading 
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Inference and 
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To fully develop every child’s reading skills it will benefit some children to continue reading within the structure of a book band scheme.  Additionally, some children who have 
phonic gaps will be assigned a book by their teacher which matches the phonic phase they are currently working in. All children have access to age appropriate books from the class 

book corners to read in school and at home. All children will particiapte in whole-class reading lessons during book projects benefitting from teacher led discussions and have 
multiple opporunities to read aloud. 

Some of the key texts in Y3 and Y4. Our full list can be found on the School’s Book Study and Key Text Overview, which is on our website. 

Year 3 Key Texts Year 4 Key Texts 

 
 
 

 

 

Focus Curriculum Content Skills Vocabulary 
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St. Katharine’s Primary School Reading Progression Pathway Year 3 and 4 
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To fully develop every child’s reading skills it will benefit some children to continue reading within the structure of a book band scheme.  Additionally, some children who have 
phonic gaps will be assigned a book by their teacher which matches the phonic phase they are currently working in. All children have access to age appropriate books from the 
class book corners to read in school and at home. All children will particiapte in whole-class reading lessons during book projects benefitting from teacher led discussions and 

have multiple opporunities to read aloud. 
Some of the key texts in Y5 and y6. Our full list can be found on the School’s Book Study and Key Text Overview, which is on our website. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Focus Curriculum Content Skills Vocabulary 
Word reading 
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St. Katharine’s Primary School Reading Progression Pathway Year 5 and 6 



Inference and 
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